Young members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints went to New
South Wales' Parliament last week to learn, directly from the state's leaders,
some of the processes of government.

Guests of the Leader of the House, The Hon. John Aquilina, the group of young
voters participated in a number of activities throughout the day.
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They took part in a ceremony in which the Latter-day Saints honoured Mr Michael
Cross and his wife, Mrs Christina Cross (Barnardo's 2009 NSW Mother of the
Year), for the couple's efforts in helping a family member raise her seven
children. Senior Latter-day Saint leader, Terence Vinson, presented them with
a 'family values' award.

Elder Vinson with Christina and Michael Cross

Also on the day, The Hon. John Aquilina presented a copy of Prime Minister
Kevin Rudd's family history to Ms Noelle Nelson, Acting State Librarian. The
genealogy was prepared by Latter-day Saint researchers on behalf of the Prime
Minister and his family.



The Honourable John Aquilina [Leader of the House and
Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier] presenting a copy of Prime
Minister Kevin Rudd's family history to Ms Noelle Nelson, Acting State
Librarian

As part of their visit the young Latter-day Saints also took part in a debate
about whether Sydney should have two airports.

Rounding off the day the young adults attended Question Time followed by an
interactive hour with ABC broadcaster Noel Debien, exploring the question:
Politics, the Media and Faith Traditions - can they exist together?

The group of young adults met politicians of all persuasions during their day
in Parliament with the following purposes in mind:

Express appreciation to politicians for the good things they do.

Enable young Latter-day Saints to learn more about the processes of
democratic government and the various opportunities for public service
available to them.

Inform political and community leaders of the beliefs and ideals of these
young Australians.

Forge relationships among the political leadership of the state with
those, like the Latter-day Saints, who value the family and principles of
mutual respect.

This was the fourth such visit to the NSW Parliament by a group from The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

According to Church spokesperson, Marianne Walters, "The aim of these visits 1is
to broaden the outlook of young people to the rigours involved in the life of a
politician as well as to learn about the democratic processes that underpin our
state Parliament."

"Many of them have never visited the Parliament before and others have not been
there since they had a Year 6 tour a long time ago," she said. "However, they
now take their place as young voters in the community and this visit prepares



them to directly engage politicians and their staff on matters of importance
and look at the workings of the Parliament through more mature eyes."

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is politically neutral.
Latter-day Saints, however, are encouraged by Church leaders to engage in the

political process and get involved in other ways for the betterment of
communities and nations.

Leader of the Opposition, Mr Barry O'Farrell presenting David MacKay
of Barnardos with a cheque from the Church




