
PAPUA NEW GUINEA CHURCH MEMBERS TRAVEL 
BY CANOE TO DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

 
PAPUA, New Guinea - One hundred and two members of the Sogere Branch (congregation) 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints travelled four days by canoe in March to 
attend a District Conference in Daru.  Both members and non-members loaded 12 large 
canoes, then paddled in the Fly River before reaching open sea, making their way to Daru off 
the southern coast. 
 
 Arriving on a Thursday afternoon, they attended conference that weekend and then spent 
another week in Daru so the missionaries could teach the non-members that came.  Eighteen 
were baptized and confirmed the next weekend before they all returned to Sogere.   All lived 
in the canoes while travelling and attending conference.   
 
Papua New Guinea Mission President Tevita Funaki said the example of these faithful saints 
was very humbling.  “I’m confident that the work of the Lord will continue to grow here in 
this great land.  In the very near future, we will see the faithful members like in Sogere bring 
even more blessings into this great land of Papua New Guinea.” 
 
This is the first time ever members of the Isumo and Sogere Branches attended a conference 
of the Church.  The Isumo and Daru Districts were consolidated last year so they can be 
visited and receive training.     
 
There are approximately 20,000 members of the Church in Papua New Guinea with one stake�
�diocese) in the Port Moresby area and 53 congregations.   
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