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Making a World of Difference 

Two Victorian Young Single Adults, Sharon Kloester, 26, and Juanita Afamasaga, 27, have been appointed as 

members of the interfaith Youth /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нллф tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

Youth Program. 

To be held at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre from December 3 ς 9, the 2009 Parliament of the 

²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŜǾŜƴt in the world and the Youth Program, designed by youth for 

youth, will reveal what young people think about religion, spirituality and global issues at Daily Youth Sessions and 

Workshops, Service Projects, an after-ƘƻǳǊǎ Ψ/ƻŦŦŜŜ IƻǳǎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǘh Plenary Session. 

 

 

For Sharon, joining the Youth Committee has fulfilled a desire to learn more about the similarities and differences in 

religious beliefs and ways of life that she has had for some years.  Her membership on the Youth Committee has 

already been a rewarding one.  ά{ƛƴŎŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǿƛǎƘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΣ aǳǎƭƛƳΣ {ƛƪƘΣ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘΣ .ŀƘŀΩƛΣ 

Brahma Kumaris, Sathya Sai and other faiths.  Being on the Youth Committee has paved the way for many of the 

Jewish, Christian, Muslim and other interfaith networks, events and conferences that I now attend and participate in 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ Likewise, for Juanita, a returned missionary, the Youth Committee gives her the 

opportunity to continue to fulfil her duty to proclaim the Gospel.  Talking with young people from other religions, 

and being able to ask questions about the social aspects of their religions has helped break down various 

misunderstandings and stereotypes.  

Juanita Afamasaga and Sharon Kloester are part of the 2009 

tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎ. 



ά.ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ όaƻǊƳƻƴǎύ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻōǎŎǳǊƛǘȅΧέ ǎŀȅǎ WǳŀƴƛǘŀΦ  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ   

Seeing the impact interfaith involvement has had oƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ {ƘŀǊƻƴΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 

effect this kind of work can have.  ά¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ L ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴΦ  

It has helped strengthen my own testimony of the truth of our gospel and the importance of its teachings in my daily 

ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

As Sharon and Juanita engage with the other 24 committee members to prepare for the Parliament, they relate to 

what President Howard W. Hunter, then President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, said: ά!ǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Church of Jesus Christ, we seek to bring all truth together.  We seek to enlarge the circle of love and understanding 

among all the people of the earth.  Thus we strive to establish peace and happiness, not only within Christianity but 

ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΦέ 

ά²Ŝ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ōǳƛƭŘ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

make a difference, we are practicing the fundamental gospel principles of humility, charity, respect, and love for all 

mankind - ŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦέ 

The Youth Program for the 2009 Parliament will build on the idea that being able to listen and talk openly with 

others without judgment can have a profound impact.   

Sharon and Juanita are currently preparing a regional Young Single Adult Fireside to introduce the Parliament and 

invite all Young Single Adults to attend and get involved in events leading up to and included in the December 

tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎΦ  Post Parliament, Sharon plans to continue her involvement with the Jewish 

Christian Muslim Association (JCMA) and both young ladies plan to encourage more young adults to become 

involved with future local interfaith events and networks 

 

40 Years of Seminary in Australia  

By Christopher Cooper 

2009 marked the 40th anniversary of seminary in Australia, with the first class being taught in February 1969 in 

Brisbane after the arrival of J. L. Jaussi, an experienced home-study administrator, who was sent to Brisbane from 

the USA in response to local demands for this program. 

Jaussi arrived in Brisbane with his family in late 1968, and thanks to the eager support of the local Saints, the first 

class was ready and held in February 1969 with 143 students enrolled in the home-study program.  

John R. Gibson, a recently returned National Serviceman, was invited by Brother Jaussi to teach the first seminary 

class.  John's love and enthusiasm for young people and for the seminary program turned that first class at Kangaroo 

Point into a great and enduring success.  

In June 1969, the Administrator of Seminaries and Institutes of Religion from Utah, William Berrett, visited with all 

the Australian stakes and was met with such enthusiasm towards the Brisbane experience that a recommendation 

was made for seminary and institute programs to be introduced in all of the stakes in Australia.  The classes in 

Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth began with the school year of 1970. 

 A request is being sent out for former students and teachers of the early classes in all states to send stories and 

share photos and their recollections so this history can be complied.  Please send these to Anthony Neill 

(NeillA@ldschurch.org), Coordinator, Seminaries & Institutes of Religion. 

 

mailto:NeillA@ldschurch.org


Lifelong Learning Encouraged by Eminent Jurists  

By Craig Raeside  

On Sunday evening 16th August, about 300 Church members and guests gathered from across Adelaide at the 

Prospect chapel for a special fireside on Life-long Learning.  What made this different than other such gatherings 

were those who spoke ς two visiting law professors from Brigham Young University, Brett Scharffs and Cole Durham; 

together with Judge Clifford Wallace, emeritus Chief Judge of the US Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit, and former San 

Diego stake president and temple president. 

These visiting speakers addressed the congregation reflecting on their own experiences about the value of education 

throughout their lives and careers.  They encouraged all in attendance to continue to seek learning by study and by 

faith.  

The Honourable Judge Wallace made a special presentation to another distinguished guest, the Honourable Justice 

Tassadduq Hussain Jillani, a member of the Supreme Court of Pakistan, who had been awarded the American Bar 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ wǳƭŜ ƻŦ [ŀǿ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ нллу ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aǳǎǎƘŀǊǊŀŦŦΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜƴce with judicial 

independence.  Justice Jillani was temporarily removed from judicial office for the stand he took.  A court, operating 

independently under a new government, reinstated him to office late last year.  At the fireside he was presented 

with a ǎǘŀǘǳŜǘǘŜ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ άFor outstanding 

contributions to the Rule of Law and the preservation of a society conducive to family lifeΦέ 

 

 

During his remarks Justice Jillani mentioned that, although his family are all devout Muslims, his son was currently 

attending BYU in Provo.  Justice Jillani had chosen BYU for its high academic and moral standards.  He felt that his 

ǎƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άǎŀŦŜέ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ WǳŘƎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ .¸¦ ƛƴ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ Ƙƛǎ 

ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦŜŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΦ 

The visitors were among a number of international experts who had taken part in a Conference on cultural and 

religious freedom under a Bill of Rights.  The two-day conference in Canberra was sponsored by, among others, 

From left to right: Prof Durham, Justice Jillani, Judge Wallace, and Neville 

Rochow S.C. 



Adelaide University and BYU.  As a continuation of the conference activities, the fireside speakers, together with Sir 

Anthony Mason, former Chief Justice of Australia, and Justice Hammond of New Zealand, travelled to Adelaide to 

participate in a forum on human rights.  The forum, held the next day at Adelaide University, comprised of Sir 

Anthony, the international judges, Justices from the Supreme Court of South Australia, the Honourable Alexander 

Downer and members of the legal profession. 

All in attendance at the Prospect chapel were grateful that Justice Jillani, Judge Wallace and Professors Durham and 

Scharffs graciously took time out of their busy schedule to participate. 

 

Brisbane Catholic Archbishop Receives Family History  

By Hazel Hillier 

ά¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ L ǊŜŀŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ōƻƻƪΣ ά¢ƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ IƛǎǘƻǊȅέ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ L ŀƳ ŀǎǘƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΦ  Lǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ  {ƻ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ 

Catholic Archbishop of Brisbane, the Very Reverend John Bathersby, in a letter to the Regional Public Affairs 

Committee of Brisbane, after he had been presented with a very thoroughly researched book on his ancestors.   

¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōȅ aǊǎΦ !ƴƴŜǘǘŜ Donohue, a community librarian at the Karawatha 

Family History Centre.  The research revealed a rich history including two convict ancestors and a freed convict who 

stole some engravings from her employer and then sold them to an itinerant hawker.  He unknowingly tried to sell 

ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŀƭ ƻǿƴŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ άǎƪŜƭŜǘƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘ 

to emerge was that an ancestor from Scotland was the first Presbyterian minister in Brisbane. 

 

 

 

Catholic Archbishop of Brisbane, the Very Reverend John Bathersby, receiving his family 

history from Elder Dirk Smibert 

 



The Archbishop had invited his siblings, who travelled from Toowoomba and Stanthorpe, as well as some younger 

relatives, to be at the presentation that was made by Elder Dirk Smibert at the official residence of the Archbishop.  

One of his sisters said they were going to have to draw lots as to who would get to read the book first.  She said it 

was fortunate that there were two copies (one being for the archives of ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘύ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

to wait so long.  The book is especially interesting because of the number of photos of his ancestors and also 

newspaper articles that are reproduced. 

The book was the brainchild of Grant Pitman, Chairman of the Public Affairs Committee, and facilitated by Hazel 

Hillier, who was the Director of the Karawatha Family History Centre, as well as being a member of the Public Affairs 

Committee. 

(Picture courtesy of Hazel Hillier) 

 

Karratha and Port Hedland 25th Anniversary  
 
By Amy Pilkington and Lyn Jordan 
  
The Karratha and Port Hedland chapels, located in the north west of Western Australia, recently celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of the building of the meetinghouses.  A weekend of celebrations was held from 21-23rd August, with 
members traveling 2.5 hours from Port Hedland and 8 hours from Broome to join in the celebrations.  The Perth 
Mission Presidency, their wives and previous branch presidents and members flew in from Perth to participate. 
  
The number of church members in these towns is not very big as they are mainly working towns with a very 
transient population.  With a few exceptions, most members stay in the towns for just a few years at a time and are 
ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƘŀǇŜƭǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ 
attendance at Sunday services for Karratha is 40, 25 for Port Hedland and just 8 for Broome. 
  
The celebrations kicked off with a Polynesian Hangi and cultural evening on the Friday night.  This event was open to 
community members and was attended by 150 people, including the President of the Shire of Roebourne, Brad Snell.  
The majority of attendees were guests.  The performances included Maori dancing and singing, Tongan dancing, an 
Aboriginal singer, an act put on by the Karratha branch Relief Society Presidency and one by the young men and 
their leaders. 

 
 Left to right:  Sis. Raquel Weeks; Relief Society President; Karratha; President. Stuart 

Otto, Branch President, Karratha; Sis. Jacinta Mack, Relief Society President, Port 
Hedland; Phyllis and Warren Brook, Salvation Army, Karratha; Sis. Karen Maurer; 

President, Carl Maurer, Australia Perth Mission 

 



! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ прл ƘȅƎƛŜƴŜ ǇŀŎƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ǊŜŦǳƎŜǎ 

for women and youth in Port Hedland and Karratha.  Majors Warren and Phyllis Brook of the Salvation Army were 

here to accept the packs and explained how refuges with nothing, so the donation of the packs was much 

appreciated.  

{ƛǎǘŜǊ YŜƭƭȅ ²ŜŜƪǎΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƭƛŜŦ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ YŀǊǊŀǘƘŀΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ƻŦ wŜƭƛŜŦ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ Ψ/ƘŀǊƛǘȅ 
Never FaileǘƘΩ ƛǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΦ  {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ŝ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ 
ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΦέ  She paid a 
special tribute to Sister Jacinta Mack, the Relief Society President of Port Hedland who through her work with an 
indigenous health group saw a need in the community and followed it through. 
 
{ƛǎǘŜǊ aŀǳǊŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ tŜǊǘƘ {ǘakes to help with 
the collection as the branches in the mission were so small in number. Those that attended the ceremony agreed 
that it was great to see two faiths coming together to help those in unfortunate circumstances and thus show love to 
all mankind. 
  
A picnic was held at Dampier Palms that afternoon and was followed that evening by a formal dinner at the 

meetinghouse for adult members.  The formal dinner included speeches by past and present Branch Presidents, the 

Mission President and Brother and Sister Christianson, currently of Greenmount Ward who gave a brief history of 

the three branches.  Brother Christianson was the Branch President at the time the chapel was built. 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ YŀǊǊŀǘƘŀ .ǊŀƴŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴg room left.  A spiritual feast was 
had as members listened to talks from Brother Felix Wilfert, who had lived in the Karratha area for the longest, over 
25 years, Young Women President Sister Christella Pemberton, the three Branch Presidents, Sister Maurer and the 
Mission Presidency ς Presidents Maurer, Palm and Websdane.  A luncheon followed the conference, allowing 
members to mingle further and develop friendships between members of the three branches. 
  
This 25th anniversary was a momentous occasion as never before have so many members come together in this 
region of Western Australia. 
 
 

Family History Open House  

By June Gamble 

A Family History Open House, in honour of National Family History Week, was held at the Melville Ward, 

Rockingham Stake, on Saturday 8th August. 

The purpose of the open-house was to help fulfil the three-fold mission of the Church by encouraging more Family 

History research, making the public more aware of the free services on offer, opening the doors to the local 

community, developing friendly relationships with local civic leaders and giving Church members greater 

opportunities for community service. 

The day began with an official welcome by Brother Mal Gamble of the Bishopric, and opening by Mayor Russell 
Aubrey - aŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŜƭǾƛƭƭŜΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ ōǊƛŜŦ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /ƘƛƭŜŀƴ 
Cƻƭƪ ŘŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ aŀȅƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘΣ Ψ¢ƘǊŜŜ {ǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ŀ 
IŀǇǇƛŜǊ CŀƳƛƭȅΩΦ 
 
All facilitators for the workshops and those with displays who were not members of the Church were also presented 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘΣ Ψ¢ƘǊŜŜ {ǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ŀ IŀǇǇƛŜǊ CŀƳƛƭȅΩΦ 

 



Mayor Aubrey was given a tour of the chapel and he asked many questions about the administration of the Church, 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ άǳƴǇŀƛŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅέΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9C¸ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 

launching in Perth. 

The day was a great effort by the Ward.  It was advertised widely in the community and the youth did a letterbox 
drop in the neighbourhood.  It is felt that the aims were achieved as there were more than one hundred people who 
attended the event, most of whom were not members of the Church. 
 

 

 

 

(Picture courtesy of June Gamble and used with permission) 

 

Nambour Seminary Student an Ekka Birdman  

By John Millar 

Nambour Ward Seminary Student, Simon Drew, from Kureelpa on the Sunshine Coast in Queensland, has again won 

multiple prizes in the bird division of the recent Ekka (Brisbane Agricultural Show Day). 

Simon had homing pigeons, turkeys and Japanese bantams entered in the Ekka competition.  This year he obtained 
two thirds and a first with his pigeons, two firsts a second and two thirds with his chickens and was awarded 
champion turkey.  In addition to his success at the Ekka he received the honour of being awarded Champion Junior 
breeder at the Maleny Agricultural Show, the Woodford Agricultural Show and Nambour Agricultural Show and 
Champion Junior soft feather Rare Breed at the Gympie Poultry Club Show.   

As he prepared his birds for the Ekka competition, Simon Drew was confident his homing pigeons and Japanese 
bantams would follow in the footsteps of his 2008 champion bird.  He had hoped they would avoid the disastrous 
end his prized bird met just days after he took out the Champion Flying Breed category, when he let his pigeon out 
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for a wander and watched in horror as butcher birds swooped down and attacked.  It was a tragic end to the baby 
pigeon that Simon hand-raised to prize-worthy status after its parents abandoned it.  "It was a beautiful bird and 
because I hand-ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛǘΣϦ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  ϦLǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦέ 

ϦhƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ LϥŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ά²L[±h{έ όǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎύ ŀƴŘ L ƭŜǘ 
it out to fly away and the butcher birds attacked it again." 

Simon was just 12 when a rooster he entered into the Nambour Show came second.  He has since achieved 
champion breeder status with the Japanese bantams at Nambour, Woodford and Gympie shows. 

 

 

(Photo courtesy of John Millar and used with permission) 

 

Historic Stake President Photo 

This historically unique photo of an unbroken line of Stake Presidents, with the exception of President Dell Crafts 

IǳƴǘΣ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ǘŀƪŜ ς the Sydney Stake, created by Elders 

Delbert L. Stapely and Marion G. Romney on the 27th March 1960. 

5Ŝƭƭ /ǊŀŦǘǎ Iǳƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ {ǘŀƪŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ǘŀƪŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ 

followed by William H. Delves in 1967, Ian G. Mackie in 1971, and Peter R. Barr in 1978.  The Sydney Australia 

Newcastle Stake was created in 1980, and Peter Barr then became its first Stake President.  Jesse C. Little succeeded 

President Barr in 1987, followed by Brian L. Hill in 1994, and Ian M. Leneham was called in 2003 and currently serves 

as the Stake President of the Newcastle Stake. 

This picture was taken recently while all were in attendance following the funeral service for Bishop Norman Keith 

Gordon at the Newcastle Australia Stake Centre. 

 

Simon Drew 



 

 

 

 

 

Pacific Area Missionary Report ς July 

 

Name Mission Residency 

Elder Sega, Liahona Laauli California San Bernardino American Samoa 

Elder Vele, Apineru Australia Melbourne East American Samoa 

Elder Beckwith, Mitchell William New Zealand Wellington Australia 

Elder Lemi, Tasi Maddux Philippines Angeles Australia 

Elder Lowe, Shem Jacob Australia Perth Australia 

Elder Morton, Noah Raymond Saul Marshall Islands Majuro Australia 

Elder Paki, Calvin Maurice Australia Brisbane Australia 

Elder Paki, Maui Ranana Australia Brisbane Australia 

Elder Pre, Antonio Isabelo IV New Zealand Auckland Australia 

Elder Purdon, Brent David New Zealand Auckland Australia 

R to L: William H. Delves, Ian G. Mackie, Peter R. Barr, Jesse, C. Little, Brian L. Hill, and 

President Ian M. Leneham. 



Elder Te Puke, Detroyt Lawrence Ghana Accra Australia 

Elder Verwimp, Jonathan Andrew New Zealand Wellington Australia 

Elder Willoughby, Russell Paul Australia Sydney South Australia 

Elder Bakaua, Teera Fiji Suva Fiji 

Elder Davuke, Miliana Senibua California Santa Rosa Fiji 

Elder Moimoi, Josaia Kata Marshall Islands Majuro Fiji 

Elder Tafunai, Michael Phillip Roy Fiji Suva Fiji 

Elder Talanoa, Viliame Bogiono Marshall Islands Majuro Fiji 

Elder Opeta, Albert Tautu Tahiti Papeete French Polynesia 

Elder Tehihipo, Manuia Jemimah Tahiti Papeete French Polynesia 

Elder Teuiau, Clayton Naea Tahiti Papeete French Polynesia 

Elder Villierme-Puputauki, Diego Tahiarii Tahiti Papeete French Polynesia 

Sister Capelle, Camille Tamatoa Tahiti Papeete French Polynesia 

Sister Raufea, Anne Carole Australia Sydney North French Polynesia 

Sister Ruaroo, Lara Tahiti Papeete French Polynesia 

Elder Bonteman, Tatireta Australia Brisbane Kiribati 

Elder Ioteba, Aberaam Australia Sydney North Kiribati 

Elder Itaea, Ribauoko Victor Australia Brisbane Kiribati 

Elder Mannarara, Ioane Marshall Islands Majuro Kiribati 

Elder Tamwe, Tautii Marshall Islands Majuro Kiribati 

Elder Toakarawa, Tuare Australia Melbourne East Kiribati 

Elder Willie, Kevin Australia Brisbane Kiribati 

Sister Kaotinteun, Raeata Marshall Islands Majuro Kiribati 

Sister Takilang, Mella California Sacramento Marshall Islands 

Elder Seiko, Josue TainHeirani Fiji Suva New Caledonia 

Elder Bryers, Michael William New Zealand Wellington New Zealand 

Elder Coy, Calvin Jackson Australia Brisbane New Zealand 

Elder Dennis, William Tame Philippines Olongapo New Zealand 

Elder Faalogo, Matagiolo Marshall Islands Majuro New Zealand 

Elder Fineisaloi, Lualala Okusitino Philippines Naga New Zealand 



Elder Fox, Jareth Rikihana Australia Sydney North New Zealand 

Elder Hart, Daniel Bryan Japan Hiroshima New Zealand 

Elder Leith, Nathaniel Alan England London New Zealand 

Elder Lotima, Viliami Tu'ihalagigie Atungi 'Aivalu Philippines San Pablo New Zealand 

Elder Luatutu, Liupau Edward Philippines Angeles New Zealand 

Elder Modlik, Theodore Teakapikirangi Australia Sydney North New Zealand 

Elder Parsons, Joseph Edward III Australia Brisbane New Zealand 

Elder Southon, Lennox James New Zealand Wellington New Zealand 

Elder Tapua'i, Andrew Faifua Marshall Islands Majuro New Zealand 

Elder West, Caleb Joshua Australia Sydney South New Zealand 

Sister Barrett, Christina Julie Australia Brisbane New Zealand 

Sister Tutagalevao, Vaipalolo Tamaia Australia Brisbane New Zealand 

Elder Yuwa, David Hamano Australia Sydney South Papua New Guinea 

Sister Kaman, Mirriam Australia Brisbane Papua New Guinea 

Sister Aisa, Numia Australia Melbourne East Samoa 

Sister Tausisi, Keli California San Bernardino Samoa 

Sister Irobeni, Veronica Kalisan New Zealand Auckland Solomon Islands 

Elder Hafoka, Pala Tavake California San Bernardino Tonga 

Elder Hausia, Sosaia Tufui Paea California Oakland/San Francisco Tonga 

Elder Kaafi, Lingikoni California San Bernardino Tonga 

Elder Kolo, Tevita Finau Tonga Nuku'alofa Tonga 

Elder Lauti, Bray Idaho Washington Seattle Tonga 

Elder Makavaha, Sela Taukapa I California Ventura Tonga 

Elder Mau, Unaloto Ki'okalani California San Bernardino Tonga 

Elder Sa, Tuikolongahau Tonga Nuku'alofa Tonga 

Elder Tautuaa, Vaiangina Tulikimoana California Ventura Tonga 

Elder Uvea, Heamasi Koli Tonga Nuku'alofa Tonga 

Elder Vaenuku, Fakava Washington Seattle Tonga 

Sister Clanton, Eseta Florida Orlando Tonga 

Sister Fangupo, Mary Roxanne California Sacramento Tonga 



Sister Kaafi, Lisia Idaho Boise Tonga 

Elder Karlip, Alista Allan Marshall Islands Majuro Vanuatu 

Sister Jimmy, Kathlinee Fiji Suva Vanuatu 

 
During July 2009: 
15 Sisters accepted calls 
59 Elders accepted calls 
The 74 new missionaries came from 13 different countries in the Pacific Area. They  will serve in 11 different 
countries in the Pacific Area and around the world, including the USA, Ghana, Philippines, Japan & England. 
 

 

 

Prime Minister Family History Presented to State Library  

By Hazel Hillier 

The State Library of Queensland was recently privileged to receive a copy of the books that make up the family 

history of Prime Minister Kevin Rudd. 

The books were presented to Sandra Duffield, Executive Manager of Heritage Collections, by Elder Dirk Smibert at a 

ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΦ  !ƭǎƻ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ aƛǎǎ [ƻǊŜŜ wǳŘŘΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ 

had travelled down from Nambour to be present.  

  

 

The books take the form of two loose leaf, leather covered binders, containing copies of family group sheets and the 

records from which the information was obtained, also maps and photos or drawings of churches where his 

ancestors worshipped.  There is also a bound book that tells the story of his family.   

Sandra Duffield - 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΥ 9ƭŘŜǊ 5ƛǊƪ {ƳƛōŜǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ [ƻǊŜŜ wǳŘŘΣ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ 


