
 
Last Saturday, the bi-annual reunion of the former Church of England Boys‟ Home took 

place on the grounds of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Carlingford, 

NSW.  

Buckland House, the main building of the orphanage, is now the Latter-day Saints‟ central 

office building and is located adjacent to the Church‟s temple on Pennant Hills Road.  Along 

with the adjoining houses, Buckland House was made available for the former occupants of 

the boys‟ and girls‟ homes to visit and reminisce on their experiences while here.  

The girls‟ home, which is now the American International School, was located a few miles 

down the road.  The boys and girls from both orphanages frequently met together for 

religious and other activities.  

Although the homes are now offices, the walls still stir memories of long ago childhood for 

those who walked through the buildings and took a moment to reflect on what took place 

there so many years ago. 

 

One lady spent a long time 

staring at the missionary 

badge of a senior 

missionary, Sister Debbie 

Gardner. Sister Gardner 

started to explain that she 

was a missionary for the 

Church of Jesus Christ, 

when she was abruptly 

stopped. “I know, I know,” 

the former resident said, “I 

was looking at the „Sister‟ 

part! We used to call each 



other brothers and 

sisters so we could 

love and support 

each other as a 

family!!”  Sister 

Gardner replied, 

“That is why we call 

each other „brother‟ 

and „sister‟, so we 

can love and support 

each other as a 

family in our 

congregations.”  

 

Some of those who 

lived in the homes 

brought their children, grand-children and even their great-grand-children to the event.  Many 

of the younger generations have difficulty imagining the lives their forebears lived as 

residents in a home with no parents and often, no siblings. 

 

Beth Cross, 75, one of the visitors of the event, remembers Buckland House well.  She grew 

up there from 

childhood, 

eventually marrying 

“the best one,” she 

said.  Beth‟s father 

was superintendent 

of the Boys‟ Home 

and she and her three 

siblings lived in 

private family 

quarters downstairs 

in Buckland House 

with their parents. 

 

After all these years, 

the former residents 

said they found great 

peace and assurance in meeting together. Although some may have had difficult memories, 

the great majority were happy to share their memories and remember the times when they 

called each other brother and sister and loved and supported each other. 



 


