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Trek Band

By Alan Buckingham

The youth of the Wyndham Stake in Melbourne were treated to a surprise concert in the hilly Creswick
State Forest near Ballarat, Victoria during their September school holiday pioneer trek. A pioneer band
performed a concert for the youth trekkers on the trail in what is surely an Australian first.
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year and it paid off handsomely. A band concert on the trail provided not only something the trekkers
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Members of the Pioneer Trek Band playing for Wyndham Stake Youth

Old American and British songs were used or creatively altered to fit the handcart pioneer theme. The
songs included the traditional American song, Buffalo Galsvhich became Nauvoo Galsthe classic country
song, Orange Blossom Specighich became a song about the bravery of the youth along the trail, and the
traditional Irish song The Leaving of Liverpoehich became a song about sweethearts leaving England for
the Salt Lake Valley.

The band members played guitar, tin whistle, accordion, harmonica, flute, violin, banjo and ukulele.
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Courtesy of Alan Buckingham - Wyndham Stake High Council, Phone (03) 97434023

Minister Awards Young Volunteer

Dakota Striplin from the Capalaba Ward in the Brisbane Australia Stake has won a prestigious volunteering
award for his outstanding contributions to the local community. He was recognised as the Queensland Art
and Culture Young Volunteer of the Year for 12 to 17 year-olds.

Dakota is a young performer who volunteers his time at community events. He sings at church meetings

and activities, performs for the elderly at local retirement homes and for day care groups during school
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people where they can be entertained in a safe environment.

Dakota Striplin who was awarded

Volunteer of the Year

Dakota was one of seven young volunteers from among 800 candidates who were recognised for their
involvement in the community for assisting and enriching the lives of others.

Community Services Minister Karen Struthers presented the Queensland Young Volunteer Awards at the
State Library of Queensland on Thursday, August 27.

She said the awards recognised and rewarded the positive contributions of young people who offered their
time and energy to make a difference in the lives of Queenslanders.



In her speech she remarked "Young award winners like Dakota are an inspiration. They strengthen our
communities by supporting local organisations and initiating innovative projects that are improving the
lives of Queenslanders."

Courtesy of Liz Striplin

Musician Honours Tasmanian Graduates

On November 19, seminary students from Northern Tasmania were honoured by a visit from US-based LDS
musician Kenneth Cope at their graduation exercises. Brother Cope, whose first experience with these

Tasmanian students was via video link in March, presented a programme of inspirational music and spoken
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life and ministry of Jesus Christ and His Apostles as recorded in the New Testament. His performance at the
graduation exercises followed on from a community concert at Deloraine Community Complex the

previous evening, which was attended by about 300 people.

Kenneth Cope (centre with red shirt) with Seminary students at an informal barbecue held

before the community concert
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awesome to be able to do that for your great youth. Since that time | prayed to be able to come and visit

in person someday, if it was the Lord's will. Well, it looks like the Lord approved of the idea! That's how

He so often works; He gives us desires and then follows through on our requests to make those desires a
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Brother Cope, who sought no remuneration for his time in Tasmania, said his only desire was to help
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and my talents to making the name of Jesus Christ greater on the earth; and that is what | am about. It

propels every choice, every decision. | am passionate about Him, and | want that passion to flow out of
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Kenneth Cope with President Scott Prebble (left) and Counselor Lionel Walters
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of us. His music has inspired Christians around the world for many years and has helped them grow closer
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2009 Institute Graduates Aaron Gilligan, Danny Polley with
Seminary Graduates Jack Prebble and Hannah Rattray
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